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Afghan Sent to Defend Be%me
Aasuﬂa Soviets at UN. F orum.

By Michael J Berlin

" pecial to The Washington Post e -

UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 22—An Afghan’ Foremn

~ Ministry official, sent here to. defend his government at
2 special meeting today of the nonaligned nations called

to discuss Soviet interference in Afdham;tan s internal

-affairs,. instead. denounced- the Soviet invasion of: hlS'

country and defected on the spot.

The nonaligned group ‘then voted: bv acclamauon tov
have its chairman—the Cuban ambassador—eable Kabul
with a humanitarian appeal for the safety of the wife,

four children, three sisters and mother left behind by‘

33-year-old Abdul Rahim Ghafoorzai. . .

The action today stunned diplomats® from about 90

nations, who had gathered behind closed doors expect-
ing to hear the Sowet presence defended by Ghafoorzai,

~ an li-year career diplomat who was deputy director of -

the Infernational Relations Dppartment in zhe Afghan
Foreign Ministry. . .
SpeaXking to- reporteis after Lhe meetmU he said he

had not yet decided whether he would seek to stay in .

the United States, go elsewhere or “join all my com-
patriots who are in: the liberation struggle ”

Ghafoorzai said his decision was prompted during his
{rip with Afghan Foreign' Minister. Shah. \Iohammed

Dost to \Ioscow where he Tealized: that Soviet forces

.-ple his overnment and instal! Babrak
‘Karmal. But he said that the situa-
-tion in Kabul' now is that “the |
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CMave not in Afghanistan os a revuly

of a request madP by our qovern |
'nent . . ’-J?
% Tt was then he said jthat *I deciced!-
; *o ekpress the views of mg neople,)
°T realize my statement here ‘wovld

Zhave more weight” than any action he

:might take in leavinft Kabul eavietly,

_even thouoh that mwht previde more

nrotection for his family.

Ghafoorzai. comeded .that the pro-
Soviet coup-~in 1978 “involved some,
reforms which had the suvport 0f the
“Afghan people.” He said that coupy
had been supported by Moscow. = 3 f

~-But by now, he said “hsen the
isowet Union . reallze; it cannot con-
“vince the world it is there because of7
“imperialist _intervention, and the 'vbﬁ
.eration struggle vnder way will (:Jtrs
_vince the Russians to. _withdraw.” - 7.
. He said he had ne personal } nowL-
“edge about the -circumstances  Sur-
rounding the- -Qeath’ of former presi-
dent” Hafizila- Amin- inlate” Decem- -
ber. when Soviet troops moved to rnp-'-

Afoham are not vovemmo them-
selves.” .

He confirmed xe'amts oF w:de:mead
attacks on Soviet soldiers in the cities
of Afghanistan, - eiting one- . incident:

-shortly before ‘he Ieft last cudav m,
“hich four to six Sovaeta were ktl!ed
in the capital. -

In a speech dehvexed to tne non-
aligned group, he reportedly chided
that movement for-failing to spe-k
out and “take prompt action agzinst -
an invasion. by, a,superpnwer:’ .The.
meeting- had. long been. sought by
. Pakx:tan- and- other members of tie-
group who wanted .to put the non.
~aligned: natmns on record against the
¢Soviet’ invasion; It had been delayed-
~by the-Ciibans, but was fin ally g hed-
“uled for,;this-.week

Ghafomzan sat silently” bwtwn davs
- ago during-a brtter -procedural 'wian--
gle over the agenda of the nonalizned -
meeting, accordmﬂ to diplomats who
were there; and fmaliv ‘spoke out to-
day atter Pakxstan mtroduced the sub
subject. - . et

Aside from the’ caxrle on behalf of
Ghafoorzai’s- family, ne decision was
taken at today's meeting, and the non-
,ah:,nedm ‘nations: will .contmue their
debate Mondaym - ;
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